
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Alice Ma       

Department: Applied Health      Phone Number: (618) 650-3312 

E-mail Address: ama@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1126 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
6. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Department of Applied Health, Vadalabene Center 2616 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The student will have the opportunity to co-author a qualitative manuscript with me on the role of culture on the 

breastfeeding experiences of Hispanic and Latina mothers. The tentative title of the manuscript is the following: 

“Cultural influences on breastfeeding among Hispanic and Latina mothers: Comparing recent immigrants with long-

term or natural-born residents in an intrinsic case study.” We will work collaboratively on refining key sections of 

the manuscript, including the introduction, results, and discussion sections. We will then prepare the manuscript for 

publication to a community health-related journal. As a mentor, I will engage the student in the manuscript process, 

and I will involve the student in the manuscript revision and journal submission process. The student will also have 

an opportunity to co-author an abstract with me for a future conference presentation; if the abstract is accepted, we 

will then collaborate on the conference poster or presentation. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The primary responsibilities of the student will be the following:  

   - Conduct a literature review on the latest evidence related to breastfeeding among Hispanic and Latina mothers. 

Prepare a table that describes the findings from these articles. Refine the introduction and discussion sections of the 

manuscript based on the latest evidence.  

   - Review the qualitative interviews from the Hispanic and Latina participants and work collaboratively to refine 

the major themes from these interviews. Refine the results and discussion sections of the manuscript based on these 

analyses.  

   - Research target journals that would fit this manuscript to help identify the best fit target journal.  

   - Read and review the full manuscript for readability, then format the manuscript based on the target journal 

requirements.  

   - We will meet on a regular basis (approximately, brief weekly meetings) to ensure timely progress and address 

questions/concerns. 

 

 

 

 



URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of this experience, students will have:  

   - Gained knowledge about the breastfeeding experiences of Hispanic and Latina mothers.  

   - Learned to conduct a literature review and translate its findings to a manuscript (introduction and discussion 

sections).  

   - Identified and assessed the major themes from qualitative interviews and translate those findings to a manuscript 

(results and discussion sections).  

   - Learned to research target journals and help to identify the best fit target journal.  

   - Learned to identify a target journal’s formatting requirements and perform the necessary formatting needed (e.g., 

citation and reference style, format headings).  

   - Learned to use a citation/reference manager (Mendeley). 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Student hours will be flexible. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Students will not be required to travel off-campus. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students should have taken English Composition courses (ENG 101 and 102, or equivalent) with grades B or better 

in both. 

 


